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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Paul Kwo 
855 E. Hermosa Dr. Home: 626-287-3821 
San Gabriel, CA, 91775 Cell: 626-376-7372  
Website: www.paulkwo.com Email: paulkwo@yahoo.com 
 
EDUCATI ON 
IP Master of Music, Composition, University of Southern California (In Progress) 
2003 Bachelor of Music, Piano Performance, University of Southern California (Cum Laude) 
 Double Minors in Theatre and Musical Theatre 
Festival Activiti es: 
2005 California Summer Music, Composition, Chen Yi Guest Composer, David Tcimpidis Composer 

in Residence, Pebble Beach, California 
2004 Bay Music Festival, Composition Symposium, Bernard Rands Composer in Residence, Newport, 

Oregon 
2003 Wintergreen Academy, Piano Performance, Norman Krieger, Wintergreen,  North Carolina 
 
ACADEMI C HONORS, AWARDS AND RECOGNITI ONS 
Composition Prize Jimmy McHugh Composition Prize, Endowed by Lucille Meyers (USC) 2006 
Composition Award Most Outstanding Graduate (Comp Dept), USC MM 2006 
Membership Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society (USC Chapter) 2006 
Composition Award First Music 23 Top 7 2006 
Composition Award Society of Composers, Region VI Conference 2006 
Composition Award USC New Music for Orchestra 2006 
Composition Scholarship USC Frank Wildhorn Music Scholar 2004-06 
Composition Award ERMMedia “Masterworks of the New Era – Vol. 10” 2005 
Composition Award First Music 22 Top 7 2005 
Composition Scholarship ASCAP Foundation, CA Summer Music 2005 
Composition Award Finalist ASCAP Morton Gould Student Composer Award 2004 
Piano Scholarship Wintergreen Academy, Virginia 2003 
Piano Award Most Outstanding Graduate (Keyboard Dept), USC BM 2003 
Membership Phi Kappa Lamda, National Music Honor Society, USC 2003 
Music Award Music award for Professional Service in University Choir 2001 
Music Recognition USC Thornton School of Music Dean’s List 2000-03 
Membership National Society of Collegiate Scholar 1999 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERI ENCE AND ACTI VI TI ES 

Major Composition teachers: 
 Frank Ticheli (2005), Tamar Diesendruck (2004-2005), David Fick (2003-2004) 

Other Composition teachers 
 Chen Yi, David Tcimpidis, Stephen Hartke, Menachem Wiesenberg, Bernard Rands 

Major Piano teachers: 
 Lucinda Carver (2004-2005), Norman Krieger (2000-2003), Francios Regnat (1999), Charles 

Fierro (1998-1999) 
Major Jazz Piano teachers: 

 Russell Ferrante 
Major Jazz/Pop Voice teachers: 

 Matt Falker, Ivy So, Jodi Sellars 
Major Classical Voice teachers: 

 Andrew Meyer 
AS A PERFORMER 

Concert Appearances on Piano 
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 April 19, 2008 Bach Festival in Second Life. Partita in G Major by JS Bach. 
 2007-2008 Various concerts for a wide variety of venues inside Second Life 
 May 16, 2006 Barnes and Noble Opens, Newport Beach, CA 
 May 14, 2006 USC Naoki Sakagami Percussion Recital, Linea by Berio. University 

of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA. 
April 23, 2006 USC Paul Kwo Composition Master Recital, Piano with Frank Marino 

on Double Bass. University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
December 10, 2005 “Chinese Celebration: Love Changes Everything.” Pianist for 

International Chinese Pop singer Wei-Wei. Pasadena Civic Auditorium, 
Pasadena, CA. 

February 28, 2005 USC Composition Departmental Recital, Solo Piano, University of 
Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 

February 3, 2005 Donald Crockett conducting, New music for Orchestra, USC Thornton 
Symphony Orchestra, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, 
CA 

January 20, 2005 Ivan Arboleya-Montes, master candidate conducting “Concerto Night,” 
USC Thornton Symphony Orchestra, University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, CA 

October 14, 2004 Larry Livingston conducting, USC Thornton Symphony Orchestra, 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 

September 26, 2004 Shelly Berg, Matt Walters conducting USC Thornton Symphony 
Orchestra, 75th Gala USC school of cinema and television, Los Angeles, 
CA 

September 16, 2004 Stanislaw Skrowaczewski conducting, USC Thornton Symphony 
Orchestra, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 

July 19-20, 2004 The Fantastics, Gabrielino Summer Stock, San Gabriel, CA 
February 27, 2004 Composition Recital, USC, Los Angeles, CA 
February 20, 2004 Composition Recital, USC, Los Angeles, CA  
April 24, 2003 Composition Recital, USC, Los Angeles, CA 
April 19, 2003 F Horn Recital, USC, Los Angeles, CA 
March 14, 2003 Solo Piano Recital, USC, Los Angeles, CA 
January 29, 2003 Trumpet Recital, USC, Los Angeles, CA 
February 9, 2003 Robert Reynolds conducting, USC Symphonic Winds, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
September 27, 2002 Carl St. Clair conducting, USC Chamber Orchestra, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
April 10, 2002 Robert Reynolds conducting, USC Symphonic Winds, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
March 10, 2002 Robert Reynolds conducting, USC Symphonic Winds, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
February 10, 2002 Robert Reynolds conducting, USC Symphonic Winds, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
November, 2001 Robert Reynolds conducting, USC Symphonic Winds, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
October 2001 Robert Reynolds conducting, USC Symphonic Winds, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
Appearances as Vocalist/Actor  
April 23, 2006  USC Paul Kwo Master Recital. You and Vine. University of Southern 

California, Los Angeles, CA 
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Spring 2005 American Dreams: An In-Yer-Face Musical (New Musical currently in 
rehearsal, opening March 24, 2005) 

April 2004 Spring Musical (South of Broadway), Goodson Theatre, San Gabriel, CA 
May 2002 Musical Theatre Workshop presentation, University of Southern 

California, Los Angeles, CA 
April 2002 Spring Musical (How to succeed in business without really trying – 

Peterson/Ensemble), University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
Detailed Acting resume available separately 
Concert Appearances/Experiences as Conductor  
April 23, 2006 Conductor, USC Clarinet Choir, Paul Kwo Master Composition 

Recital, Nanking 1937-. University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, CA. 

Oct. – Dec., 2005 Rehearsal conductor, rehearsal pianist/accompanist for one concert, 
music copyist for Christmas Concert “Love Changes Everything,” 
conducted by Timothy Su, with various artists from China and US, held 
by Chinese society of Los Angeles in conjunction with multiple Christian 
Churches in Southern California. Performance at Pasadena Civic 
Auditorium, Saron Church, Orange County, CA, Vineyard of Hope, 
Rowland Heights, CA. Broadcast on television in China. 

November 6, 2005 Conductor, USC Clarinet Choir, University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, CA, Student Composer Showcase. 

March-April 2005 Rehearsal conductor, Canaan Hymns conducted by Timothy Su, held by 
multiple Christian Churches in Southern California. Performance at 
Pasadena Nazareth Church and Vineyard of Hope, Rowland Heights, CA. 

November 7, 2004 Conductor, USC Student Ensemble, University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, CA, Student Composer Showcase. 

April 20, 2003 Guest conductor, Global Evangelical Mission Choir, Monterey Park, CA 
Work as a Music Director/ Pianist/Accompanist 
1999-present Artistic Director of Faith Hope Love Chinese Baptist Church, El Monte, 

CA 
Spring 2000-2005 Music Director/Accompanist, Gabrielino High School Spring Musical, 

San Gabriel, CA 
2000-2003 Accompanist, Music Teacher Association California violin level testing, 

West San Gabriel Branch 
1996-1999 Music Director/Adult and Children Choir Conductor/Pianist, Chinese 

Mission of Calvary Southern Baptist Church, El Monte, CA 
December 2002 Co-Music Director/Pianist Global Evangelical Mission, San Gabriel, CA 
1992-1996 Pianist, Various regional churches, including Chinese Mission of Calvary, 

El Monte, CA 
COMPOSITI ONS (Li st of) 
 2008 Red One – Freestyle Piano Improv Album – Total Duration 40:00 
 2008 Cetus Oil – Freestyle Piano Improv Album – Total Duration 30:00 
 2008 Apfelland Sounds – Freestyle Piano Improv Album – Total Duration 40:00 
 2008 AM – Freestyle Piano Improv Album – Total Duration 30:00 
 2008 Kloud 9 – Freestyle Piano Improv Album – Total Duration 30:00 
 2008 Flowers – Freestyle Piano Improv Album – Total Duration 35:00 
 2008 Milano – Freestyle Piano Improv Album – Total Duration 35:00 
 2008 Holocausto – Freestyle Piano Improv Album – Total Duration 30:00 
 2007 Laputa. For Piano Solo. Duration 50:00 
 2007 Counter-State. For Solo Cello. Duration 5:00 
 2006 ~3lbs. For Mixed Chamber. Duration 11:00 
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 2006 State. For Solo Cello. Duration 5:00 
 2006 Ninetones. For String Quartet with original visual art. Duration 8:00 
 2005 Maganddore (From the Krystal Epic). For Full Orchestra. Duration 14:00 
 2005 Farlong (From the Krystal Epic). For Flute, Clarinet, Horn, Tuba, Cello, Piano 

and Percussion. Duration 6:30. 
 2005 Phoenix: Ancient Sacrament for the Organic Machine V. Saxophone Quartet. 

Duration 9:30 
 2005 Nanking 1937-. Clarinet Choir. Duration 11:00 
 2005 Birth of an Enno (From the Krystal Epic). Piano Quintet. Duration 17:00 
 2005 Surge. Piano Solo. Duration 10:00 
 2004 Phantom Rhapsody of an Intangible Void: The Eternal Sound of Human Frailty. 

Double Bass and Piano. Duration 12:00 
 2004 Phantom Rhapsody of an Intangible Void: The Inevitable Pain of the Evitable. 

Trumpet and Piano. Duration 12:00 
 2004 Infernal Heart: Ancient Sacrament for the Organic Machine V. For Symphonic 

Winds. Duration 6:00 
 2004 Ancient Sacrament for the Organic Machine: Second Sacrament. For Full 

Orchestra. Duration 7:15. 
 2004 Under the Sun, for Soprano, Horn, Violin, Cello and Piano, Duration 8:00. 
 2004 Ancient Sacrament for the Organic Machine. For Flute, Clarinet in Bb, Bassoon, 

Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano and Percussion, Duration 5:10,  
ERMMedia Masterwork of the New Era: Vol. 10 winner, 2005. First Music 2005 
Competition Top 7. ASCAP Morton Gould Student Composition 2004 Finalist 

 2003 String Quartet: Once upon a time…In a far off kingdom… There once lived, 
Duration 15:00. 

 2003 Triptych, for Chamber Orchestra, Duration 4:00. (Alternative orchestration 2004) 
 2003 Journey to the Timeless, for String Orchestra, Duration 10:40. 
 2003 Moments, Pop song, Duration 4:20. 

2003 Homage, for Piano, Duration 1:30. 
2003 Insomnia, for Piano, Duration 2:45. 

 2003 Song without words, for Piano, Duration 2:50. 
2003 Caccia, for Violin and Cello, Duration 3 min. 

 2000 A Choral Portrait: Love (Mandarin), for SATB Choir, Vioin and Piano, Duration 
12 min. 

 Chri stian Rock Songs 
 2005 In your name 
 2005 Vine 
 2005 You are You 
 2005 You 
 2004 Trust in Your Glory 
 2004 Sing Jesus is my Savior 
 2004 Simple is 
 2003 Moments 
COMPOSITI ONS PERFORMANCE HI STORY  

Apr. 23, 2006 The Illusion of Free Choice. Miguel Duran, Piano. Phantom Rhapsody of an 
Intangible Void: The Eternal Sound of Human Frailty. Frank Marino, Double 
Bass and Paul Kwo, Piano.  Nanking 1937-. Paul Kwo, Conductor, USC 
Clarinet Ensemble. State. Jason Calloway, Cello. Nine Tones. Sakura Tsai, 
Laila Zomorod, Jason Calloway, String Trio. Vine. Paul Kwo, Vocal and 
Piano. You (are You). Paul Kwo, Vocal and Piano. Paul Kwo Master 
Composition Recital, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
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Mar. 26, 2006 ~ 3 lbs (1.4 kg). Michael Powers conducting USC Chamber Ensemble. 
Composition Department Concert, University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, CA. 

Feb. 25, 2006 Surge. Chenny Gan, Piano. Wintergreen Music, Wintergreen, VA. 
Feb. 10, 2006 Ancient Sacrament for the Organic Machine. Rice Syzygy New Music 

Ensemble, Society of Composers, Inc. Region VI Conference. Rice 
University, Houston, TX. 

Feb. 2, 2006 Maganddore, Full Orchestra. Performed at “New Music for Orchestra” by USC 
Thornton Symphony, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA. 

Nov. 6, 2005 Nanking 1937-, Clarinet Choir. Performed by USC Clarinet Choir, University of 
Southern California, Los Angeles, CA. 

July 28, 2005 Birth of an Enno, Piano Quintet. Performed by CSM players. California Summer 
Music – RL Stevenson School, Pebble Beach, CA 

Feb. 28, 2005 Surge: Tsunami, Piano Solo. Performed by Paul Kwo, University of Southern 
California, Los Angeles, CA. 

Nov. 7, 2004 Ancient Sacrament for the Organic Machine. For Flute, Clarinet in Bb, Bassoon, 
Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano and Percussion. Performed by USC Student Ensemble, 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA. 

July 1, 2004 Under the Sun. Performed by Bay Music Festival Chamber Ensemble. Newport, 
Oregon. 

Nov. 28, 2000 A Choral Portrait: Love, Faith Hope Love Chinese Baptist Church Adult Choir, 
El Monte, CA. 

DISCOGRAPHY 
2008 Paul Kwo – “Rebirth [Live] – Freestyle Piano Improv” 
2006 ERMMedia – “Masterworks of the New Era – Volume 10” 

AS A WRI TER 
 2005-2007 The Sun No Longer Rises in the East (Feature Film Screenplay) 
 2004-2007 The Sun No Longer Rises in the East (Full Length Play) 
 2006 Apocrypha (Short Film Screenplay) 
 2006 Mouse (Short Film Screenplay) 
 2006 Live (Short Film Screenplay) 
 2006 Practice: A one man film (Short Film Screenplay) 
 Complete list of works available upon request.  
PLAY PERFORMANCE HI STORY 
 December 2007 The Sun No Longer Rises in the East – El Monte, Pasadena, Altadena, CA 
 Summer 2003 Greener Grass, San Gabriel, CA. 
 Complete performance history avail upon request. 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILI ATI ONS 
Active member of the MTAC-Pasadena Branch. Music Teacher Association of California. 
Member of the American Society for Composers, Authors, and Publishers. 
Member of American Music Center 
Member of American Composers Forum 
TEACHI NG EXPERI ENCE 
1993 – Present Private Studio (beginning to intermediate advance level students and adults) 
2003 Piano Pedagogy Practicum, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
1999 Piano Pedagogy Practicum, Cal State University Northridge, Los Angeles, CA 
1999 – 2000 Beginning Music Theory, FHL Chinese Baptist Church, El Monte, CA 
1998 – 1999 Speech and Debate Assistant Coach, Gabrielino High School, San Gabriel, CA 
1996 – 2000 Sunday School, Faith Hope Love Chinese Baptist Church, El Monte, CA  
REFERENCES 
Available upon request. 


